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Leading the way for almost
100 years
Erne Fittings is an international manufacturer of premium butt-weld fittings. After
a number of challenging years, we are now
back on the road to expansion.
Our company, founded in 1920, is steeped in
tradition, and has since built a reputation for
quality, reliability and innovation. Beginning
life as a coppersmith, Erne Fittings has gone
on to become one of the world’s leading
manufacturers of pipe fittings. We have an
unparalleled number of approvals, which
demonstrates that we provide only the highest quality for our customers. Whether oil or

gas, standard or special solutions, our employees have extensive industry and product
knowledge across all areas. We have the
passion required to ride out difficult times
and maintain our reputation as a premium
supplier and to continue expanding into our
markets.
Erne Fittings currently operates in 70 countries and has locations in Austria, the USA,
Saudi Arabia and China. The company employed a total of around 450 staff in 2017,
with plans to add a further 20 in 2018.

Editorial
Logistics Center
opened in the USA

Dear Customers,
Business Partners
and Employees.
After a long wait, the first-ever edition
of Erne News is finally here. It’s nice to
see how Erne Fittings bounced back
after a challenging few years, with the
company going about business with a
new vigour. Through Erne News, our
aim is to start developing closer relations with our customers and business
partners once again, as well as providing regular insights into our company
and into current hot topics.
As the very first item in this inaugural
edition, I would like to tell you about a
change in the company’s Management
Board, with the sad news being that
Christoph Geiger is set to leave his position at the end of March. The good news,
however, is that he is going to continue
on our Supervisory Board, which we are
all very happy about. Replacing him in
his Management Board role is Gernot
Heigl, who actually began in his new
position at Erne Fittings on 1 March.

Our customers expect our deliveries to be
fast and reliable – worldwide. To meet these requirements and to continue offering
our customers the best possible service,
we opened a logistics centre in the USA in
February 2018.
Although growth was predicted in our
business plan when we opened our sales
subsidiary in the USA in 2002 (with one
employee), we definitively did not expect
the kind of growth that has occurred over
the past few years. We are very pleased
that more and more customers placed their
trust in our expertise in those subsequent
years and that we were able to surpass our
original expectations by a considerable
margin.
The USA is a key market for Erne Fittings
nowadays. We have all the essential approvals we need for the American market and
as such have optimal conditions in place for
projects of any kind in the USA.

We have also founded Erne Fittings USA,
Inc. in conjunction with the opening of the
logistics center, which began operating
as a US-based subsidiary of Erne Fittings
officially in February 2018. The company
and the warehouse will officially open in
spring 2018. We look forward to seeing our
American customers at the center!

Due to this growth and to accommodate
our customers’ needs, setting up a logistics
center was the next logical step for us, and
one which we have now finally completed.
The ﬂoor space of the new warehouse in
Houston covers 3600 m2, and the premi-

The Safe Connection with Incone
from Mürzzuschlag

It has been a great pleasure for me to be
able to shape the company’s destiny in
my role as Chairman of the Supervisory
Board, a role I took over in 2017. The last
few months have shown that we are
capable of maintaining our strong position on the market despite a few difficulties. It’s now time for us to be smart
and proactive as we lay the foundations
for a successful future. One example of
such action is our investment program,
which we have decided to put in place
in Schlins and in other locations. We
will also continue working on our range
of products and to ensure they meet
the high quality standards our customers have come to expect.

Erne Fittings uses cold forming to produce
fittings at its plant in Mürzzuschlag, Austria. One special material they use there is
UNS N06625, which is used predominantly
for components at risk of corrosion.

UNS N06625, also known as Inconel 625,
2.4856 or NiCr22Mo9Nb is a nickelchromium-molybdenum-niobium alloy
that is highly resistant to corrosion. Due
to its high strength and resistance to
acids and alkalis, it can be used to create
thin-walled components with good heat
transfer.
Erne Fittings manufactures tees, elbows
and reducers from UNS N06625, primarily
with dimensions 2" to 6". The production
options available in Mürzzuschlag do,
however, also allow for dimensions V" to
12", in some cases. Erne Fittings uses cold
forming during its manufacturing process,
as for all high-alloy materials. In contrast
to hot forming, with this process there is
no risk of any impact on the microstructure
or surface quality due to the temperature
profile during forming.

I hope to meet some of you at the TUBE
trade fair in Düsseldorf on 17 April and
hope you enjoy reading this edition of
the News in the meantime.

Dr Wolfgang Ruttenstorfer
Chairman of the Supervisory Board
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ses also includes 582 m2 of office space.
The warehouse will store Erne butt-weld
fittings intended specifically for the American oil and gas sector. With four loading
areas and two ramps, the center also covers
all logistical needs, offering our customers quick access to our products as well
shorter delivery times. Furthermore, the
new logistics center is in a prime location
that is easy to reach from Houston’s main
thoroughfare. This immediate availability in
the USA will enable Erne Fittings to cater to
enquiries that were previously not feasible
for the company due to lengthy delivery
times.

Production of a tee

Another advantage of cold forming is that
the same diameter can be used for both
the pipe and the finished product. During
the cold forming process, the workpiece is
processed below the recrystallisation temperature. Intermediate annealing is sometimes necessary in cases of intense cold
forming, prior to the final heat treatment
taking place. UNS N06625 also has a higher
level of cold work hardening compared to
austenitic stainless steels, which has to
be taken into account when choosing the

Meet the team

Imran Farooqi
Senior Sales Manager
Joined Erne Fittings in Dec, 2012

Where are you from?
Originally I am from Pakistan but born
and brought up in Saudi Arabia.
Where did you work before Erne Fittings
and in which position?
After my graduation I worked in Pan
Gulf Holding which is one of the largest
stockiest of pipes, fittings, ﬂanges and
valves in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
I joined as a sales engineer and made
rapid growth with proven sales track
record. Eight years passed too quick out
of which I served my last three years as
a sales manager.

el 625 fittings

What do you do at Erne Fittings? What
are your responsibilities?
I am leading a sales team of four people
where we work together to build a
strong unit with power of knowledge,
training and passion towards work.
Internally my prime focus is to establish
ﬂawless communication between sales
and other departments for a successful
order execution.

What I like about
Erne Fittings is that it
has a multicultural
environment.

forming device. Erne Fittings has all the experience and expertise it needs to process
high-alloy materials at its Mürzzuschlag
location.
UNS N06625 has a very high level of resistance to pitting, crevice and intercrystalline
corrosion as well as considerable immunity
against chlorine-induced stress corrosion.
The material is used primarily for components exposed to seawater under high

mechanical stress and for components at
risk of corrosion used in a wide range of
applications.

My main responsibilities are to develop
the Saudi Arabian market, target key
clients and built strong relations, develop sales strategy, work out a balanced
price list to ensure profitable business
transaction and increase our market
share at the end of the day.
Further I am also involved in market
research when it comes to threats or
weaknesses related to our competitors.

Regular visits to customers, attending
exhibitions and ensuring to sell any new
product in the market.
Recently I have been given a new challenge of looking after the UAE market
as well.

The competition is
tough due to market
condition.
Why do you like working at Erne Fittings?
Selling is my passion and this is what
I do at Erne Fittings! What I like about
Erne Fittings is that it has a multicultural environment. People from various
ethnic and religious groups are working
together as a team.
We as a manufacturer are growing
rapidly. The competition is tough due
to market condition which brings more
challenges.
We as Erne Fittings are capable of
taking these challenges by clear focus,
market research, getting updated with
standards, trainings, and motivation
towards work! Overall increasing our
market share being friendly and competitive.
If you are not working, what do you do?
I like to spend my free time with my parents, wife and kids. Apart of that I like to
do sports, cricket is one of my favorite
sports where I also socialize myself with
several people of different nationalities.
Relaxing and watching documentaries
is also what I like some times.

Safaniya oil rig project
The Inconel 625 products we make in
Mürzzuschlag go on to be used in the
Safaniya offshore oil field in Saudi Arabia.
In 2017, Erne Fittings supplied countless
butt-weld fittings there – including elbows,
tees and reducers, all made from Inconel
625, with dimensions V" to 6".
The Safaniya oil field, run by state-owned oil
company Saudi Aramco, is situated around
250 km north of Dammam in the Arabian
Gulf in Saudi Arabia. Discovered in 1951, production got underway there in 1957.
Today, anywhere between 1 and 1.5 million
barrels of heavy crude oil are extracted there
every day. With 37 billion barrels of oil re-

sources, the Safaniya oil field is currently the
largest offshore oil field in the world.
Its oil rigs are currently being upgraded and
extended in order to increase production
capacity – a job that is seeing the old systems replaced with new electrified platforms, among other things. Saudi Aramco
has brought on board various EPCIs for the
individual sub-projects, who are taking care
of planning, construction and installation in
each case. Some of the EPCIs include McDermott, NPCC, Saipem, Larsen & Toubro. Erne
Fittings is involved in all the sub-projects
and all EPCIs that use its products.

We will be at TUBE in Düsseldorf

„We are really excited about telling visitors to our stand
all about the new products and features at Erne Fittings as
well as providing information about our range of services.“

Trade fair TUBE will be taking place again
this year, opening its doors between 16
and 20 April in Düsseldorf. Every two years,
more than 31,000 visitors from across the
world descend on the leading trade fair for
the tube and pipe industry.
Erne Fittings will of course be among the
exhibitors once more. Why not visit us in
hall 17, stand A01, and get a taste of our
impressive Austrian traditions and innovations yourself. Given its highly international
nature, the trade fair is pivotal for Erne
Fittings, the world’s leading supplier of buttweld fittings with an export ratio of 98 %.
Come to our stand on-site to learn more
about the Erne product range, customer-

VISIT US AT
HALL 17
STAND A01

Gerold Freudenthaler, Managing Director
specific solutions and our production options.
You will get to see for yourself how our
impressive expertise and our unparalleled
number of approvals make Erne Fittings one
of the most reliable partners in the regulated sector. We look forward to seeing you
there.

Did you know?

You can follow us on LinkedIn to ensure you stay right up-to-date
with the latest news from Erne Fittings at all times.
www.linkedin.com/company/erne-fittings-gmbh
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Erne Fittings GmbH
Hauptstraße 48
6824 Schlins, Austria/Europe
T +43 5524 501-0
F +43 5524 501-930
office@ernefittings.com
ernefittings.com

Erne Fittings USA, Inc.
9725 Kirkton Dr
Houston, TX 77095
United States of America
T +1 281 363 2686
F +1 281 367 2488
office@us.ernefittings.com

Erne Fittings Middle East Co. Ltd.
Road 106, Third Industrial
Support Area, 35729 Al Jubail
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
T +966 13 340 8191
F +966 13 340 8197
jubail@ernefittings.com

Erne Fittings China
No. 8 Xueqing Road,
100192 Haidian District
Beijing, China
T +86 10 827 372 31
F +86 10 827 372 30
china@ernefittings.com

